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WELCOME TO THE
“PATHWAYS DISCOVERIES” &
“DUAL LANGUAGE” PROGRAMS
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4TH & 5TH GRADE 
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SHADOW HILLS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 


Information and Outline

For Parents/Guardians of 4th & 5th Graders

Wednesday, August 28, 2019
Mr. Steve Cornell, Mrs. Tina Krawczyk, Mrs. Elizabeth Meade 

Maestra Keala Rusher, and Maestra Michao Martin
         Our goals for your child:

· Provide a well-balanced, high quality, academically rich education
· Provide for them the tools and knowledge to feel and be successful
· Prepare them to be responsible, self-disciplined, and organized students
· Promote independent thinking and team collaboration skills
· Promote and support second-language development to create bilingual, biliterate and culturally competent learners 
1. Communication – Effective and positive teacher/parent communication is extremely important to us. Emails and/or Bloomz, websites, and occasional phone calls will be the main methods in which we communicate with you. Please communicate with us first if you have any questions, concerns, or issues. Let us know if at any time you want to meet in person, and we will set that up.
2. Attendance - You child’s attendance is THE MOST IMPORTANT FACTOR in your child being successful in school! Please avoid taking your child out of school for trips, vacations, and/or “fun stuff”. These “casual absences” profoundly affect your child. If your child’s success, learning, grades, and/or test scores are important to you, please make sure they are in school unless there is a health problem or family/personal emergency. Even when your child misses the first or last portion of the day, they miss something important in their education. Long-term study contracts cannot replace the education they receive during the school day. We only have them for 180 days of the year and we need all of that time to teach them what they are required to learn. There are 185 remaining days of the year for trips and vacations.
If your child is going to be absent, please contact us (email is usually best) or the office to request classwork and/or homework. Some portions of our website may have the day’s assignments posted. If some assignments need to be sent home, several hours notice may be needed for us to have the work ready from all your child’s teachers.

Teaching and learning begin at 8:50 a.m. Being on time will ensure that your child doesn’t miss instruction that is vital to their success that day.

Thank you for your understanding and helping us to provide them with the quality education that they deserve, every school day.
3 .  Homework – Depending on the subject, this is assigned daily or weekly and includes IXL. Their homework must be a priority, completed on time and by the due date. This will enable them to be even more successful in class each day and with the subsequent assignments. 
Homework is often an extension of in-class lessons and is specific to what is currently being taught in class. The amount will vary and will greatly depend on how hard your child works in class and stays on task. Math and Language Arts are more consistent and use a variety of online-based programs, such as IXL, for math and language practice. If you do not have access to technology and the internet, please let us know right away. Please allow your child to complete their homework independently, and only help them if absolutely necessary.
Our students need to continually think about their “job” and what needs to be done. Homework and tests must be made up after an absence. Report card grades and test scores are affected by the completion or non-completion of homework, class work, quizzes, and tests. 
4.  Binder Reminder – Your child’s Binder Reminder (daily planner) is necessary to their success. Using it correctly and daily will increase their organizational skills and help them be more responsible. 
When the teacher gives an assignment, it is written in class for them to see, and your child must copy it accurately into their Binder Reminder. Each assignment must be clearly written and include the due date. They should have it at school every day and in their binder. 
5.  Supplies – In order for your child to complete their work and be successful during their school day, they must have the following supplies every day:  binder, “Binder Reminder”, lined writing paper, pens, pencils, and erasers. Please make sure these important items are re-stocked during the year and your child keeps it well organized.
6.  Grading – Tests and quizzes, and some assignments and projects, are typically graded and receive a percentage and a letter grade. Not all of their work is graded. Much of it is practice for something that will be graded. 
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7.   Technology - Our students will be working on devices such as Chromebooks and iPads to complete some assignments, do research, and review skills.  We also encourage them to bring their personal devices to class, which would require a “BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) Permission Slip. These are available by request from your child’s teacher. Cell phones should be turned off and may not be used in class unless the teacher permits. The school is not responsible for lost or damaged devices.
8.  Nutrition – As you already know, daily nutrition has a direct and profound effect on your child's brain, learning, and overall physical and mental well-being. We encourage a good, healthy breakfast, snack, and lunch, which will enable them to move successfully throughout the school day. Water bottles are highly encouraged. Sugary drinks and sweets are discouraged. 
District and State nutritional protocols also prohibit us from allowing cupcakes, cookies, and other such treats to be given to our students unless it is during a pre-planned and approved school day or classroom celebration. Please do not bring/send in these types of foods for birthdays, as we would not be allowed to distribute them. We appreciate your understanding in this matter.
9.   Subjects 
Language Arts – Mr. Cornell, Maestra Rusher, Mrs. Meade, Mrs. Krawczyk, and Maestra Martin, all teach language arts. Our approach is to provide enhanced opportunities for all students to achieve high levels of success, regardless of their reading and writing level. All students are initially evaluated to determine their current levels of proficiency in the basic skills areas, and then we begin focusing on skills development. The goals of our language arts program are to help improve reading and writing skills and increase comprehension abilities, as well as meet the variety of rigorous Common Core standards for language skills. We also want them to like reading and writing, and we will do our best to make them both a positive experience. Language Arts is also integrated into the other core subjects.
Math –  Mrs. Meade, Maestra Rusher, Mrs. Krawczyk, and Maestra Martin teach math. Math homework is assigned weekly and includes up to 60 minutes of IXL practice online each week, which supports and reinforces classroom lessons. Each student is also expected to be proficient in their basic skills, especially multiplication and division facts. Flashcards are available on quizlet.com. Your child’s math grade is averaged from their quizzes, tests, classwork, and homework. Students write in their math journals daily, which should be taken home and used to assist them with their homework and/or take-home quizzes.  
Science – Mr. Cornell teaches science. There will be a wide variety of topics covered from the state adopted NGSS (Next Generation Science Standards) categories of engineering design and earth, life, and physical sciences. There will be weekly and ongoing in-class collaborative team activities as we explore and learn to explain scientific concepts using new vocabulary. They must have their Science journal with them in class every day, which they will use for a variety of in-class activities and preparing for tests. Each test will be worth 100 points, which will be transferred into a percentage and letter grade, then averaged onto their report card. More information can be found on my science pages of our website.
Social Studies – Mrs. Krawczyk, Maestra Rusher, Mrs. Meade, and Maestra Martin teach Social Studies. The Common Core standards of reading, writing, language skills, speaking and listening are integrated into history and geography lessons. There will be individual and collaborative project-based activities, which will be completed in class. Imbedded into the lessons of history will be the knowledge of what imperative skills are necessary to be a twenty-first century citizen. Fourth graders will create an interactive notebook, which will be used for studying, which must be in class every day. Grades will be based on completion and quality of assignments, interactive notebooks, tests, and participation in class.
P.E. –   Mrs. Krawczyk, Maestra Rusher, and Maestra Martin teach P.E. Your child participates in physical education several times a week, which includes a variety of team sports and running. Please make sure your child is prepared. It is extremely important that your child wear appropriate shoes to be able to do these physical activities on any day of the week. Flip flops, sandals, boots, or other non-running footwear should not to be worn at school. It is also important that they bring a water bottle to school in order to stay hydrated at P.E. and throughout the day. To be excused from PE for health or physical reasons, they must bring a note from you that will excuse them for that day’s PE period. Doctor’s notes excuse students for a period of time the doctor deems necessary. P.E. is mandated by the State of California and participation is taken seriously.
10.  Behavior - On the first day of school, your child received “The Fourth and Fifth Grade 15”, which is a list of behaviors that we will expect from your child and reinforce throughout the day. We will occasionally review these expectations with them as needed. We firmly believe that when children are self-disciplined and well behaved, they become even more successful in their life.
In order for your child to be successful, we need them to:

- Be at school every day and on time.

- Come prepared with homework and necessary supplies every day.

- Come to school with a good breakfast in their stomach and a healthy snack and lunch.

- Work hard and have a positive attitude.

-  Follow the school rules and “The 4th, and 5th Grade 15”.
Let’s have a great year together!
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The Fourth & Fifth Grade Team  (
      Mr. Steve Cornell -  scornell@alpineschools.net         Maestra Keala Rusher – krusher@alpineschools.net       

Mrs. Tina Krawczyk -  tkrawczyk@alpineschools.net       Maestra Michao Martin - mmartin@alpineschools.net
Mrs. Elizabeth Meade – lmeade@alpineschools.net
WEBSITE

hernandezakateacher.weebly.com  

Posted here will be announcements and information about our program, subject, some class assignments, upcoming events, reminders, and links to other websites.
PAGE  
2

